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Brussels, 3 January 2018 

 

STEFAAN VANDALE NEW CHAIRMAN OF GROWING MEDIA EUROPE  

On 1 January 2018, former vice chair Stefaan Vandaele officially took over the chairmanship of 

Growing Media Europe from Norbert Siebels, who stepped down from the position in the course of 

his upcoming retirement end of 2019.  

As Board Member, vice chair and later chair of EPAGMA (the predecessor association of Growing 

Media Europe), Norbert Siebels has been a leading figure and a powerful driving force in the 

industry´s interest representation on European level since 2004. In his position as chairman of 

Growing Media Europe, he was entrusted with the transition to the new association and its 

successful kick-off in 2016. “The members of Growing Media Europe and previously EPAGMA owe 

Norbert Siebels great gratitude for his passionate commitment, constant engagement and farsighted 

decisions, that were instrumental in paving the way to success for both associations.”, declared 

Stefaan Vandaele, who was designated to succeed Norbert Siebels following an unanimous decision 

of the Board Members last year.  

Stefaan Vandaele is the Managing Director of Greenyard Horticulture, one of the founding members 

of Growing Media Europe, and has been actively involved in the predecessor association EPAGMA 

since 2005. Summarizing his vision for Growing Media Europe, he emphasized that “Our sector is not 

only fit for the future, it is a strong basis for creating a more sustainable future! Highly innovative 

growing media products contribute to healthy and sustainable food production, climate change 

mitigation and greener living spaces. To assure the sustainable development of our sector and 

develop a constructive dialogue, we rely on Growing Media Europe to bring together our member´s 

views and act as our European focal point in Brussels. I am eager to take on my new responsibilities 

as chairman and to keep moving things in the right direction for our sector.” 
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